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sketched, as, indeed, do all the halls and courts
still to be seen in the Alhambra, and it is pre-1
ferred to LlThe Hall of the Ambassadors," for ex'
ample, only because it is in a slightly better state
of preservation. The Alhambra has suffered little
from time, but much from the vandalism of sue'
cessive generations of ignorant or malevolent
owners. In this room, for instance, the stucco
work of the walls was covered with plaster by
order of the Most Christian Queen Isabella, and
this plaster was adorned according to her order
with frescoes of dubious beauty. The orna-
mentation of another room was defaced by the
fires lighted in it by French soldiery. And so on.

Had we our choice today we should prefer an
uninjured Acropolis to all the deeds of all the
Turks who ever lived. It is hard sometimes to rec'
oncile an eternal Providence with the fact that
man can destroy creations a thousand times more
worthful than his own miserable being.

After one has visited the Alhambra many
times and lived with its loveliness day by day, one
comes to understand the architecture, and by
means of it to know the architects. This is the
supreme reward of reverential study of any work
of art, that at length we come to realise not only